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Cyber Essentials 2026:
What Every Business

Must Prepare For

About This Guide

With cyber attacks becoming more frequent and increasingly targeted at organisations of all
sizes, this guide provides an accessible, action-oriented pathway to:

e Understand the importance of Cyber Essentials in today’s risk landscape

e Recognise how Cyber Essentials helps reduce exposure to common cyber attacks

e Assess your organisation’s readiness using clear, structured checkpoints

e Strengthen cyber security not only internally, but across your entire supply chain

o Build confidence that your organisation, and those you rely on, meet recognised,
government-endorsed security standards

Guide Contents Whether you are just
beginning your Cyber
Essentials journey or
looking to align
suppliers to stronger
cyber expectations,
this guide gives you
the essential context
and the practical
steps needed to act

with confidence.
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The Cyber Security & Resilience Bill & NCSC Priorities
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2026 brings tougher cyber demands for organisations. The Cyber Security & Resilience
Bill, alongside the NCSC's stronger push on Cyber Essentials, means businesses must be
able to demonstrate that they can protect sensitive data and operate securely.

Key impacts for organisations include:

» Greater expectations around safeguarding sensitive data, financial information, and
personal records

» Increased scrutiny of software providers and third-party suppliers that handle data or
deliver critical services

o Cyber Essentials increasingly viewed as the minimum baseline for demonstrating
good cyber hygiene

« Growing pressure from clients, regulators, partners, and insurers to evidence cyber
resilience and operational security

In short: Cyber Essentials is increasingly expected of any credible, modern organisation.
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The 2026 Bill will tighten cyber rules for UK organisations: i GOV-UK
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